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property and, when they escape, can be recaptured
against their will, what must be the conditions in
the more backward areas of the world, where there
are still unknown numbers of slaves ?
The arrival in England of the full text of the
judgments delivered in the Supreme Court led
almost the entire Press of the country to devote long
editorials to the subject. The Times > the Manchester
Guardian and other papers published the reports,
and at last a public opinion was aroused in England,
not merely in support of the efforts of Government
to mitigate slavery by degrees, but demanding an
Ujjmediate abolition of slavery. Mr. Amery took
prompt steps. He had already cabled to the
Governor of Sierra Leone to send him the full
text of the judgment, and on August. 30, upon the
receipt of the judgment, he cabled to the Governor
that it was impossible for him, as Colonial Secretary,
to defend the position of slavery in the Protectorate
of Sierra Leone, and that speedy action was essential.
The Governor replied to this telegram the next day,
asking Mr. Amery whether he thought the situation
justified his summoning a special meeting of the
Legislature. Two days later Mr. Amery advised
that he would not feel able to wait for the ordinary
meeting of the Legislative Council, and urged the
Governor to summon a special session of the Legis-
lature, and to telegraph new draft legislation for
submission to this special session. The Colonial
Secretary followed this telegram with another, ex-